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SAN DIEGO COUNTY OPERATIONS CENTER BUILDINGS EARN LEED GOLD
CERTIFICATION FROM U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL
SAN DIEGO – The two 150,000-square-foot office buildings recently completed
in the first phase of the County Operations Center and Annex redevelopment in Kearny
Mesa have earned LEED Gold Certification by the U.S. Green Building Council. The
four-story buildings, developed by Lowe Enterprises on behalf of the County,
incorporate the latest in sustainable design, construction practices and building
materials. The buildings are managed using sustainable practices that reduce
environmental effects and also reduce daily operations costs. Approximately 1,100
employees from nine County departments have relocated to the new buildings since
they were completed in fall 2010.
“Creating a sustainable building is not only better for the physical environment
but it also creates a better work environment. Earning LEED Gold is the result of the
County staff and everyone on the project team working together to bring sustainable
aspects to the campus,” said Mike McNerney, senior vice president, Lowe Enterprises
Real Estate Group.
The County Operations Center buildings’ sustainable design incorporates a
variety of energy efficient, green building technologies. Abundant windows allow for
natural light, while energy efficient roofing and glazing systems reduce heat gain. The
new office buildings use 28 percent less energy compared to a building designed to only
meet California’s minimum energy performance requirements and consume 40 percent
less water by using high efficiency plumbing fixtures rather than conventional devices.
A San Diego Gas & Electric solar electric system, hosted on Parking Structure A,
supplies the electrical grid with an estimated 627,216 kWh per year of clean energy,
enough to supply 103 average single family homes in San Diego County.

Landscaping features drought tolerant plants and an irrigation system that has
provided a 50 percent reduction in irrigation water usage. Other building systems allow
for internal water consumption to be reduced by 40 percent. In addition, the project
recycled 90 percent of its construction debris.
The 38-acre County Operations Center, located on Overland Avenue, is being
developed by Lowe in three phases. The second phase of development, including two
additional 150,000-square-foot office buildings and a 15,000-square-foot conference
center and a cafeteria is currently underway. When completed, the new campus is
expected to include 900,000 square feet of modern, efficient office space, built to LEED
Gold Certification standards, along with two multi-level parking structures.
The project team also includes RJC Architects, ROEL Construction, Howard
Wright Construction and Arciero Brothers Construction with Project Management
Advisors and the County of San Diego Department of General Services overseeing the
project on behalf of the County Board of Supervisors.
Lowe Enterprises is a national developer with extensive experience with publicprivate partnerships and build-to-suit developments similar to the County Operations
Center project. The firm has acquired, operated and sold several industrial and office
properties in the San Diego area. The company also completed the 75,000-square-foot
Ocean Ridge, Class A office development in Carlsbad. Through affiliate, Lowe
Hospitality Group, it developed and operates the Estancia La Jolla Hotel and Spa,
recently completed a $24 million renovation of the L’Auberge Del Mar and also operates
the Paradise Pointe Hotel in Mission Bay.

About Lowe Enterprises
Los Angeles-based Lowe Enterprises is a leading national real estate investment,
development and management firm. Over the past 39 years, it has developed, acquired
or managed more than $16 billion of real estate assets nationwide. Lowe is currently
responsible for more than $5 billion of commercial, hospitality and residential assets. In
addition to its Los Angeles headquarters, Lowe Enterprises maintains regional offices in
Southern California, Northern California, Denver, and Washington, D.C. For further
information on Lowe’s activities, please visit: www.LoweEnterprises.com
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